
Readers

“We read to know we are not alone.” 
C.S. Lewis

I’ve loved books so long and so completely that I sometimes forget
that reading is not a natural function, like breathing and eating. When I was
twenty-three, I had a used bookstore. (To me, used books are like nieces and
nephews. Someone else has paid the highest price so that I can come along
and enjoy the result of their investment.) Over the next forty-odd years, I
worked in publishing and wrote something more than 150 books. But I
always had the good sense not to become a publisher. Until now. 

Anyway, here are a few images of reading and readers. They’re my
gift to you because, if you’re here, I know you’ll appreciate them.
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Reading a salvage book by one of the salvage men on the salvage truck of the
A.T.S. salvage office. St. Nazaire 

Photograph by American Library Association, c1919. 
Reproduction Number: LC-USZ62-26640 (b&w film copy neg.)

Rights Advisory: No known restrictions on publication.
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

“I was born with a reading list I will never finish.” 
Maud Casey



Boy listening to radio set and reading book 

Stereograph, Underwood & Underwood, No. 117322, c1909. 
Reproduction Number: LC-USZ62-99035 (b&w film copy neg.) 
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA
http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print

“My alma mater was books . . .”
Malcolm X



Hon yomu musume tachi (Two
young girls reading a book)

Suzuki, Harunobu (1725?-1770), color woodcut, between 1767 and 1769.
Reproduction Number: LC-DIG-jpd-02704 (digital file from original print) 

Rights Advisory: No known restrictions on publication.
Access Advisory: Restricted access; material extremely fragile; please use online digital image. 
Repository: Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division Washington, D.C. 20540 USA

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/pp.print 

“Think before you speak. Read before you think.”
Fran Lebowitz



Pink note: The Novelette

James McNeill Whistler (1834-1903),
watercolor on paper, early 1880s
Repository: Smithsonian Institution,
identification number F1902.158a-c 
Gift of Charles Lang Freer
http://sirismm.si.edu/siris/sirisimagegallery.htm

“I declare after all there is no enjoyment
like reading! 

How much sooner one tires of any thing than of a book!”
Jane Austen



US Navy Equipment Operator Second Class Bryan Morgan reads to his children back home,
from Djibouti, Africa

American Forces Information Service, Defense Visual Information Center, 05/19/2006
Repository: Still Picture Records Section, Special Media Archives Services Division (NWCS-S), National Archives

at College Park, 8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, MD, 20740-6001.
ARC Identifier: 6698658  Local Identifier: 330-CFD-DN-SD-07-08248.jpeg

"Children are made readers on the laps of their parents."
Emilie Buchwald 
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